Sl S -c.i,ﬁ)u.g - d,ﬁ)‘d:\,g

Good Thoughts - Good Words- Good Deeds
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Cyrus (580-529 BC), the first Emperor of Persia
| am Cyrus.
King of theworld. When | entered Babylon | did not allow
anyonetoterrorizetheland. | kept in view the needs of Babylon and all
its sanctuariesto promote their well-being... | put an end to their misfortune.

Cyrusthe Great Cylinder, the First Charter of Rights of Nations.
Inscribed on a clay cylinder in cuneiform discovered in
1879 now in the British Museum, L ondon.



Complete Text of First Charter of Human Rights
I ssued by Cyrusthe Great
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In the Charter, after introducing himself and
mentioning the names of hisfather, first,
second, and third ancestors, Cyrus says that
he is the monarch of Iran, Babylon, and the
four continents:

| am Kourosh (Cyrus), King of the world,
great king, mighty king, king of Babylon,
king of the land of Sumer and Akkad, king
of the four quarters, son of Camboujiyah
(Cambyases), great king, king of Anshan,
grandson of Kourosh (Cyrus), great king,
king of Anshan, descendant of Chaish-Pesh
(Teispes), great king, king of Anshan,
progeny of an unending royal line, whose
rule Bel and Nabu cherish, whose kingship
they desire for their hearts, pleasure.

When | well-disposed, entered Babylon, |
set up a seat of domination in the royal
palace amidst jubilation and rejoicing. The
great lord, caused the big-hearted
inhabitations of Babylon to ....... me, |
sought daily to worship him.

At my deeds the great lord, rejoiced and to
me, Kourosh (Cyrus), the king who
worshipped him, and to Camboujiyah
(Cambyases), my son, the offspring of (my)
loins, and to al my troops he graciously
gave his blessing, and in good sprit before
him we glorified exceedingly his high
divinity. All the kings who sat in throne
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rooms, throughout the four quarters, from
the Upper to the Lower Sea, those who
dweltin ...... , dl the kings of the West
Country, who dwelt in tents, brought me
their heavy tribute and kissed my feet in
Babylon. From ... to the cities of Ashur,
Susa, Agade and Eshnuna, the cities of
Zamban, Meurnu, Der asfar as the region of
the land of Gutium, the holy cities beyond
the Tigris whose sanctuaries had been in
ruins over along period, the gods whose
abode isin the midst of them, | returned to
their places and housed them in lasting
abodes.

| gathered together all their inhabitations and
restored (to them) their dwellings. The gods
of Sumer and Akkad whom Nabounids had,
to the anger of the lord of the gods, brought
into Babylon. |, at the bidding of the great
lord, made to dwell in peace in their
habitations, delightful abodes. May God
address adaily prayer in my favour before
Bel and Nabu, that my days may be long,
and may they say to my lord, "May Kourosh
(Cyrus) the King, who reveres thee, and
Camboujiyah (Cambyases) hisson ..."

Now that | put the crown of kingdom of
Iran, Babylon, and the nations of the four
directions on the head with the help of
Ahuramazda (God), | announce that | will
respect the traditions, customs and religions
of the nations of my empire and never let
any of my governors and subordinates ook
down on or insult them until | am alive.

From now on, till Ahuramazda (God) grants
me the kingdom favor, | will impose my
monarchy on no nation. Each isfreeto

accept it, and if any one of them rgjectsit, |

never resolve on war to reign. Until | am the
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king of Iran, Babylon, and the nations of the
four directions, | never let anyone oppress

any others, and if it occurs, | will take his or
her right back and penalize the oppressor.

And until I am the monarch, | will never et
anyone take possession of movable and
landed properties of the others by force or
without compensation. Until | am alive, |
prevent unpaid, forced labor. Today, |
announce that everyoneisfree to choose a
religion. People are free to livein al regions
and take up ajob provided that they never
violate other's rights. No one could be
penalized for hisor her relatives faults. |
prevent slavery and my governors and
subordinates are obliged to prohibit
exchanging men and women as slaves
within their own ruling domains. Such a
traditions should be exterminated the world
over.

| implore to Ahuramazda (God) to make me
succeed in fulfilling my obligations to the
nations of Iran (Persia), Babylon, and the
ones of the four directions.

&lge 5248 2 Hla (3a Cpined 5 3S pali elaial a 3Y Ciladd

3 e plai 3L 5w ¢ (Siaw ¢ Liae ) all ¢ (5 law « (5

O O s il Sl el il s ¢ sl sal ) Sl A Jle 4348 5 Ko
Qs la ) sa ya (S dlaie gl Tl 55 5l L 4t

0 ) (a pade Dl e 5SS ) A8 2l Ba S S5 ) el (&
sdal iy #l gl Osndn 5Elea)) Al s OSa K 3l i
Sisd )l s elaial Cplea g 58 G ) 4 4S 20 Ba ¢ aully
2 a0 g (B gy 5 SRl 31 AS 2 B S () 1Y el
3 el laglai 4y Ja 5y 0 48 (g2 50a W A (500 5 (B )5l
Ui 3sal . Cansl (5 lua) a5 sal | 2l e s Causd sl
st o) 5 Ll (e () sl 9 28 oy Cusa e 2l 51 48 a
O30 g 38 awind 4o Ly ¢ 4ed 130 Sl ded g 4r ¢ JalS
_;.'uﬂ A by

sl Cradt a0 50 Sl (5 sk 4 Al s 5 sl (<
sl a3l 5 s ol ial g ailuys of ad) JeSlan aa ), oS 2

5 i ¢ i e Al Ui 9 Ui el L XS Cu gl | (5
Ll 3 sle Cuman 5 dle lad (g (S gd 5 illda Al o) s
‘Clmﬁ;b\JJdbéimdhguﬁénaéwy"W}‘sm&
Al Jagus

Coansd 3 g (558 )9y 9 (B sl g o8 AT 0 jale 5 (@
s Casls) Gl A s

2SSy plaia) (Saa i (K)o 3 )l Ba oS o () 1YY eale
pages O 3058 g ale iy 53 500 K widia la a5 (58 ) ¢
AL

¢ ale U1 ale 5 5 sine qilie a5 2l B S 8 (@

Qs ) sa 5 asa (g i Ly S b

Llad jlas ol sas ) elad 5558 pasla Ba S YA sala
Saagdlel gul 5 aS ) e a1 5 Gsia ¢ ) G g plaial
A1 dae 5040 Ll 5 28 (ali ¢ sy K

A Al a8 2 laaida g ) dmala ) Jlie jo € () 1Y 9 el
D e |y o) Canadid JalS

lidad ¢ 2 ga (gla (531 1 Sl ealdind 5 Bsia gl jal 3 S (o
Cali ) shaie g | juanie ¢ o sil8 Al g 40 4 ) (Gl G sane
Cilumiie 510 5 08w sl s3Il 5 (sia e ja (i
anala S Ll )8 3 ¢ HBa old ) 5 agee ol 5 A maaa
Sl san R gumy Sl S gad

Lalie DA il 8 ai 5300 g 3 ¢ ) s Bsia il (@
2 K el anie Jl J gl

2o yandl (5 gl W pala aadle) Gl i ) So s 1T sale
O enge 40 aS 23 (3 8 L e b (il (6 (s (eaniie a8
om0 ) aadle] )3z Haie b 2l ) 5 Baaa ) Sa il g
ety (Sllad col ) o) 3 L

Persian Civilization Studies (Persia)
Helsinki — Finland



http://www.persia.edublogs.org

This document was created with Win2PDF available at http://www.win2pdf.com.
The unregistered version of Win2PDF is for evaluation or non-commercial use only.
This page will not be added after purchasing Win2PDF.



http://www.win2pdf.com

